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Introduction
Criminal justice and Law enforcement are significant in society, which involves accusations and corrective measures taken to correct the lawbreakers. For the community to be in harmony, law enforcement should be sufficient. In Chicago, there are many cases of criminal activities that have been reported from the 1980s. Chicago is among the cities in the U.S. that have been linked to increased rates of crimes. In 1989, the cases of homicides were reported to be high in Chicago, New York, and Los Angeles. In 2019, BBC reported 24 shootings in Chicago in one weekend (San, 2019). These reports show that the problem of criminal activities in Chicago is increased, and they need to be solved. The police departments reiterate that despite the increase in the number of crimes, they have not been able to apprehend the individuals involved in these crimes. The crimes that have been reported in Chicago occur in a pattern that cannot be evaluated because the crimes have been seen to be happening at any place at any time. The young people in Chicago report that when they move out of the house, coming back to their homes is a miracle because anything can happen on the streets. The rate of criminal activities has influenced the government to increase the number of police officers in the city by 1000 (San, 2019). The statistics show that there is a need for a solution in Chicago.
Different theories have been used in criminology to explain the causes of crimes and provide their solutions. One of the significant approaches is social disorganization theory. This theory explains that the social and physical environment of people is responsible for their choices (He & Messner, 2019). This theory is significant in studying how people in Chicago are influenced by their environment to be involved in crimes. Research reveals that the gap between the rich and the poor people in Chicago is very high; thus, this can be one of the environmental factors that influence crimes in the city. Another critical factor is the separation of racial disparities, which tend to segregate the African-Americans; thus, the chances of hostility among the different races increase, leading to criminal activities. This theory of social disorganization shows that location is an essential factor when predicting the occurrence of crimes. The approach fits in the situation of crimes happening in Chicago as the neighborhoods have been proved to have significance in influencing the rates of crimes. 
Background of the Theory
The theory of social disorganization was developed in the Chicago school, which was linked to the ecological approach. The model was developed through the research that was done by Shaw and McKay (1942) (Parker & Mencken, 2009). The theorists used spatial maps to evaluate the location of juveniles in Chicago law courts. The study revealed that the rates of criminal activities were dispersed evenly based on space and time in the city. Crimes were more in several areas and remained stable in other areas despite the change in people who lived in the same areas. In areas with increased rates of crimes, the study revealed that the cases remained to be high despite the victims moving to other cities with low rates of crimes. The results influenced the theorists to conclude that the incidence of crime functions with the dynamics of the neighborhood and not the activities of people in the communities. Therefore, they triggered a question which aimed to answer the characteristics of these locations that influence the occurrence of crimes.
Shaw and McKay evaluated the urban neighborhoods that experienced changes in the economic and social structures. Their focus was in places with low socioeconomic status. However, the theorists did not find a relationship between crime and economic scarcity. They proposed that the areas with financial shortage had increased turnover of the population due to the undesired feature of the residents. The socioeconomically deprived locations were consistently settled by immigrants leading to racial and ethnic heterogeneity in the zone. Due to heterogeneity in the area, the neighborhoods were referred to as being socially disorganized. In these areas, the social control institutions such as churches, schools, and families were of focus. Also, it was noted that apart from the lack of conduct regulation, the societies with social disorganizations produced a criminal culture that was inherited by subsequent generations (ÇAM, 2014). 
The younger generations learned the delinquent behaviors from their older associates. Therefore, the neighborhoods with increased rates of delinquency were acknowledged to be the fertile grounds for criminal activities in various ways, including the cultural transmission of criminal conduct and lack of behavioral regulations. This theory was rediscovered by scholars such as Wilson, Groves, and Sampson in the 1980s. They criticized the approach by carrying out research. Therefore, the model was expanded and adjusted beyond the macro components. New concepts were added into the theory to enhance its utility. The social disorganization framework emphasizes on variations of three types. The changes include the private sphere (kin and intimate relationships), regional networks (secondary group and less close relations), and the public sphere (institutions and groups outside the neighborhoods).
Some processes influence the transformation of social organization to delinquency. The family process is one of the methods where young people are affected by the structure of families. It can happen through the removal of control structures that regulate the behaviors of young people. Also, the lack of guardianship in the family leads to an opportunity to enhance criminal activities. Sampson (1986) studied the importance of family structure, and he suggested that families who have women as the head and divorced were having more significant cases of delinquency among their youths (Parker & Mencken, 2009). 
The neighborhood process is also an essential element in this theory. The factors that are mentioned in this process are friendship, participation in the neighborhood, and the presence of independent peer groups. In the communities that have low socioeconomic status, racial heterogeneity, open peer groups among youths, increased mobility, and family disorganizations, the rates of criminal activities are enhanced. In neighborhoods where rules are unclear to people, there is an increased rate of illegal activities where people are made aware of the laws and regulations concerning the crimes. Social disorganization is related to economic deficiency (He & Messner, 2019). When the neighborhoods are weak, the level of social disorder is high, which influences crimes in the area. Poverty, in conjunction with social disorganization, leads to criminal activities among the neighborhoods.
 Shaw and McKay (1942) explained that the social wellbeing of the community is the determinant factor of delinquency. In poor societies, there is a lack of knowledge and money for the performance of selected functions, which leads to social disorganization. The use of social disorganization theory is essential in predicting the violence among people in an area. The theory suggests that the behavior of people to criminal activities is related to their surroundings (Parker & Mencken, 2009). Therefore, this theory becomes an essential element in evaluating crimes in different areas. Marcus Aurelius quoted that "poverty is another of crime," which is a crucial factor that has been discussed in the social disorganization theory (ÇAM, 2014). In a nutshell, Shaw and McKay provided three specific arguments to explain delinquency. One of the assumptions is that social disorganization is based in the disadvantaged communities, and in response to their environment, the rate of crimes increases. 
The second assumption is that the rise in immigration into an area increases the rates of criminal activities in a disadvantaged neighborhood. The third assumption is that the disadvantaged community influences the passing of delinquency behavior from one generation to the other. These assumptions made by this theory are essential in studying Chicago city where there are reports of an increased level of delinquency.
Background of Location
Chicago is one of the cities in the USA that is affected adversely by the increased cases of delinquency. The rate of crimes in Chicago has been high since the 1960s. The percentage of crimes, such as homicides, theft, violence, and rape cases, has been high. However, gun violence has been the most reported cases in Chicago. Research suggests that the increase in criminal activities is due to the features of the neighborhood, such as the increased gap between the rich and the poor people, economic constraints, and racial discrepancies leading to segregation of some ethnic groups such as the black people. 
Recently, the Chicago Sun-Times released a report that there was an increase in homicides by 43% (Main & Charles, 2020). Street killings have been the order of the day in Chicago. The rates of murder in Chicago have been ranked to be the highest with an estimate of 27 killings monthly. These reports show that there is an increased level of criminal activities in Chicago, which needs to be solved. The police department in Chicago reported that the killings in the city are very random, and the patterns are cannot be predetermined, which have led to a lack of apprehension of the offenders. The USA administration was forced to add 1000 more police officers in Chicago to combat the crimes; however, they are still high.
There are various residential properties in Chicago. Singles family houses are several which are owned by individual families. The families who live in these residential houses are those who are financially stable to buy or rent the apartments. Most people who are not well of live in detached homes which are divided to be shared by several people in the city. Condos are also many and are used by various people who are financially stable in the town. The apartments are owned by rich people who live independently, and those who rent them are people with financial stability. Town houses are present in the city where people use them for businesses and office work. Co-ops are also used by the rich people who live together in apartments that are owned communally. Chicago has 2.7 million people who are from different races and ethnic groups. The following is the racial composition of the city: White (49.44%), African Americans (30.12%), other ethnic groups (10.94%), Asians (6.44%), and Native Americans (0.3%) (Population Density for U.S. Cities Statistics, 2020). The racial composition of the city is heterogeneous. 
Application of Theory
The Social disorganization theory can be applied to evaluate and suggest the solutions that can be used to reduce criminal activities in Chicago. The approach is useful in influencing the attitude of society and helping the administration as a whole to handle illegal activities. This theory suggests that the illicit activities in the community are affected by the environment of the people (He & Messner, 2019). Therefore, the criminal activities in Chicago can be evaluated using this approach, which helps the community and administration to know what factors affect people to be involved in illegal activities. When the law enforcers apprehend criminals, this theory can be used to understand the environmental factors that may have played a role in influencing the criminal behaviors. 
The factors that can be evaluated in Chicago include the poverty rates, racial discriminations, among others.  The disadvantaged background of many young people in Chicago plays a significant role in influencing their criminal conduct. Poverty, as explained by the theory, affects social disorganization in society, which leads to the increased rates of illegal activities. Racial disparity is another challenge in Chicago that leads to criminal activities. The African-Americans are separated in the city leading to the view of discrimination among them. Research done by Quillian & Pager (2011) shows that the increased level number of black youths in the neighborhoods where there is racial segregation is linked to the increased level of crimes. This research concurs with the assumptions provided by the theory of how surroundings affect the behavior of people in criminal activities.
The theory affects the neighborhood of Chicago through the factors that are present in the city. Factors such as poverty, racial heterogeneity, and disorganization in the basic units of the society, such as families and institutions that influence the behavior of people are core. Research done by Burdick-Will (2017) shows that early exposure of children to unfavorable conditions have led to increased rates of crimes in Chicago. Also, the researcher suggests that the increased gap in education has contributed to the increased crime rates in the city. This research indicates that the social surroundings of children and their upbringing in the town lead to an increased level of criminal activities. The families that are poor in the city are not able to up bring their children well due to financial constraints, which lead to illegal activities among the young people in the town. The older people who are involved in criminal activities in the city influences the young people to emulate the behavior of delinquency. Research provides that there are many African-American gangs in Chicago city, which affects the young people in joining the groups. This research proves the argument of the theory about how the increase in uncontrolled peers leads to criminal activities (Parker & Mencken, 2009). 
Also, the rise in gang groups consisting of older people leads to the influence of younger individuals leading to the passing of criminal conduct from one generation to another. Racial discrimination leads to hostility in the city, which influences the increased cases of violence among people. This theory can be utilized to study how people are affected by the surroundings of the town to provide solutions to the increased levels of criminal activities—having social structures that are substantial impacts the society to be socially organized. The increased rate of single families is a factor that leads to social disorganization in Chicago, which causes a lack of guardianship for many children leading to criminal behaviors.
The city affects this theory in various ways that need to be addressed to come up with solutions. The social and economic factors in Chicago are the main influences of crimes, which prove the assumptions of this theory (Burdick-Will, 2017). Many cases of crimes in Chicago have been confirmed to fall under this theory because of the environmental factors. The high level of crimes in Chicago affects this theory through the approval of the assumptions it provides. The increased level of disorganization in Chicago is the reason for the increased rates of criminal activities. 
The government has developed some initiatives to prevent crimes in Chicago. One of the actions is the Youth Violence Prevention Plan. The initiative is aimed at reducing gang violence and shootings through therapy, one summer activities, education, and creating awareness (Emanuel, 2014). Also, the police department in Chicago developed some programs that are used to prevent violence among people in Chicago. Crime prevention is a program that is a component of community policing where the community is educated about the criminal activities and their effects. Community programs are essential in providing safety tips, seminars, and lectures on crime prevention. School programs have been developed by the police department to educated young people in School to avoid criminal activities. The programs involved in the school programs include GREAT (Gang resistance education and training) and DARE (Drug abuse resistance education). The high point market is a strategy that aims at eliminating the drug markets in Chicago and the impacts that are related to it. These programs have been rated to be effective in reducing the violence incidences in the city.
Recommendations
The social disorganization theory has suggested some factors that are linked to crime rates. The application of this theory in Chicago has shown that the incidences of crimes in the city are due to the environmental impacts on people. Therefore, there is a need for solutions on the environmental factors that will lead to the reduction of crime rates. Research has shown that the increased rates of poverty among people in Chicago contribute to the increased rates of criminal activities (Main & Charles, 2020). The gap between the rich and the poor people in Chicago is excellent, which makes the rich to be seen as potential victims. 
Therefore, there is a need for the administration to combat the poverty rates among the neighborhoods in Chicago. The poverty rates can be reduced by supporting the poor and ensuring that they are financially stable. Taxes can be used to regulate the gap through levying little charges on the poor while the reach pays a significant amount of taxes. Another factor that has been proven to be a problem is racial disparity and segregation. Awareness should be created about the racial separation to ensure that people in Chicago are treated similarly despite their race. This will reduce hostility between people of a different race. When there is racial unity, the possibility of people becoming delinquent based on racial discrimination will be reduced. The theory suggests that the immigration of people into a neighborhood leads to increased social disorganization.
The administration should put regulations that restrict people from migrating excessively to Chicago to maintain social disorganization, thus preventing crimes. Schools are meaningful social structures that lead to the organization of society and improving the behavior of people (Burdick-Will, 2016). The people of Chicago should be educated about the importance of School for their children to ensure that they gain positive behavior, which helps them to avoid delinquency. Schools should be strengthened and resources made available to ensure that they enhance effective education for children. Chicago has been mentioned to have an increased level of gangs. The administration should work on fighting the increase in groups, which influences the younger generation to emulate gang life. The young people should be educated on the risks involved in crimes to ensure that the rate of crimes is reduced. Drug abuse is linked to the increased level of crimes in Chicago. 
The government and society should unite to enhance the fight against drug abuse that influences the increased rates of crimes. Drug abuse makes the city to be a breeding ground for delinquency, which should be combated. The increased numbers of separation and divorce in the city may be a factor that leads to an increase in the level of criminal activities. Awareness about the effect of divorce on the rates of crimes should be established to ensure that the community understands the impact of family structures on delinquency, as explained by social disorganization theory. The significance of guardianship should be emphasized in the city to ensure that young people are brought well to prevent them from being involved in crimes. 
Conclusion
Criminal activities have been rampant in Chicago among other cities in the USA. However, research shows that Chicago remains to be among the top cities with increased rates of crimes. Chicago Sun-Times reports that the incidences of criminal activities in Chicago have risen by 43% in 2020 (Main & Charles, 2020). Also, the BBC reported 24 shootings that occurred in one weekend in 2019. These reports show that the level of criminal activities in Chicago needs to be addressed. The use of social disorganization theory is significant in evaluating these crimes and providing solutions. Social disorganization theory argues that people tend to be involved in criminal activities due to environmental conditions. This theory is successful in evaluating the situation in Chicago city. In Chicago, factors such as racial heterogeneity, poverty, and social disorganization in the neighborhood influence the rates of delinquency. The solutions to these crimes include educating people on the importance of guardianship, regulating the gap between the rich and poor people, fight against drug abuse, and strengthening social structures such as families and School.
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